


1072  William the Conqueror sent the 

 Norman abbot Serlo to Gloucester Abbey, 

 where he found eight boys being educated 

 in the Cloisters. These ‘Children of the 

 Cloister’ learned Liturgy, Calligraphy, Latin 

 and Elementary Sciences. 

1155  Gerald of Wales, who later 

 became a famous churchman and writer, 

 studied at the School under master Haimo. 

 He referred to our School as ‘the most 

 infl uential centre of learning in the West 

 of England’.

1541  After the dissolution of the 

 monasteries, Henry VIII founded the School 

 as one of the seven new prestigious schools 

 attached to Cathedrals. With Robert Aufi eld 

 as its fi rst recorded Headmaster, the School 

 met in the former Abbey library, and was 

 known as the ‘College School’.

1684  The highly regarded scholar 

 Maurice Wheeler was appointed Headmaster. 

 The fl ourishing School of 100 boys over which 

 he presided gradually became known as The 

 King’s School. He integrated Choristers fully into 

 the school and began the tradition of the 

 ‘Combat of the Pen’ that still endures today. 

1378  Richard II held his parliament in 

 Gloucester and the School began to meet in 

 the undercroft of the Parliament Room. Nearby 

 Little Cloister House, originally part of the 

 monastic infi rmary, dates from this time and 

 contains one of the oldest rooms in the world 

 still to be used as a classroom.

1657  Oliver Cromwell considered 

 demolishing the Cathedral in favour of 

 simpler places of worship, but the City Council 

 considered that the loss of the King’s School 

 would be too serious to contemplate – and so 

 both institutions survived.



FROM THE HEADMASTER
Founded in 1541 by Henry VIII, King’s is a unique independent 
day school with a remarkable history and an even more 
remarkable ability – to unlock potential and develop talent.
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What makes King’s unique?

On arrival at The King’s School, visitors always comment on 

our stunning campus of historic buildings and tranquil gardens, 

against the backdrop of glorious Gloucester Cathedral. 

Alongside our modern, state-of-the-art Sports Hall and 

Performing Arts building, the campus is indeed a spectacular, 

inspirational place to work each day and home to a school 

which offers much more than initially meets the eye.

We have been proudly independent since 1541. Unlike 

many schools, we do not believe that ‘one size fi ts all’. This 

freedom allows us to choose the small class sizes, academic 

curriculum and assessment methods that we believe are 

best suited to our pupils.

King’s is small enough for us to know each child and to 

value them as an individual yet large enough to offer a very 

wide range of academic subjects and a spectacular array 

of co-curricular opportunities. Our subject teachers are 

specialists in their fi eld and are therefore skilled at helping 

every pupil to fulfi l their academic potential. Our value-

added results each year are exceptional and our pupils 

develop the confi dence, resilience and skills to stand them 

in good stead for the future.

Our family-friendly ethos creates a warm, welcoming 

community with strong links between parents, pupils and 

staff. This sense of community extends long after pupils 

leave school and results in a tangible sense of pride in having 

been a King’s pupil. We prepare our pupils not only to do 

their best individually, but also to refl ect on their place in the 

wider world. Like so many of their predecessors, we want 

to ensure that today’s pupils are equipped to play a positive 

part in that wider community.

Truly, this is a school which can claim to demonstrate 

‘history in the making’.

I hope that you will visit our wonderful school in the near 

future to discover these unique qualities which make King’s 

such an inspiring place to live and work each day.

Mr DCA Morton
Headmaster
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LEARNING UNLIMITED  
Academic study at King’s offers every pupil a broad 
curriculum, engaging lessons and personalised tuition from 
enthusiastic, dedicated staff.

King’s has always championed choice. We continue to 

maintain a wide curriculum – which includes foreign 

languages, the Classics and separately taught sciences – so 

that pupils can select subjects that appeal to them. As they 

progress in Senior School and focus on their exam options, 

their preferences shape the timetable.

Lessons and activities are designed to engage and encourage 

independent thinking. Small class sizes give our subject 

specialists plenty of opportunity to ensure all pupils can 

participate actively in class and build their confi dence.

Every pupil has talents and strengths to be nurtured. 

Consequently, our teachers tailor their approach, providing 

more support or more challenge, depending on individual 

need – a core principle of our unique ‘Keystones’ approach.*

Pupils also benefi t from our Learning Skills programme in 

which specialist teachers can provide extra help to build 

confi dence across all subject areas.

At King’s there is a long tradition of cross-curricular project 

work in which departments combine forces to give students 

a stimulating learning experience. Projects like these develop 

both their independent study and teamworking abilities.

Our expectations are high. We track each pupil’s progress 

by personal observation and by regular assessment using 

nationally recognised testing schemes. We also measure our 

overall academic performance through systems devised at 

Durham University. This Value Added Formula shows that, on 

average, King’s students achieve signifi cantly higher grades 

than students of comparable age and ability at other schools.

When students complete their academic education at King’s, 

they not only have excellent subject knowledge to ease their 

path into higher education or employment, they also have 

the tools, techniques and self-motivation that will prove 

invaluable wherever life takes them.

* Please see our dedicated ‘Keystones’ booklet.



PERFORMING PASSION
Music has been the heartbeat of our School ever since we began 
to provide choristers for the Cathedral 500 years ago.

Today, we uphold our choral tradition with huge pride. 

Our sixty-strong Chapel Choir leads major services in 

the Cathedral throughout the school year, including the 

Remembrance Service and Carol Service. 

The Chapel Choir is just one of King’s many highly 

accomplished choirs and singing groups which perform 

regularly at concerts and community events to extremely 

high standards. Others include the Chamber Choir and 

King’s Harmonists. 

But King’s musical strengths are not only choral; we have 

created an environment where pupils can enjoy making 

music of all kinds and at all levels. They can learn a huge 

range of woodwind, brass, percussion and stringed 

instruments; play classical pieces in a full orchestra or 

chamber ensemble; be a member of a swing or rock band; 

or compose original material and develop a musical style 

that is all their own.

The School’s busy events programme means there is 

extensive scope for pupils to perform in front of an 

audience – often in the magnifi cent setting of the Cathedral 

or in other prestigious venues. 

In Spring 2019 the Music Department moved into a 

dedicated new Music School. The superb facilities, with 

spacious rooms for Visiting Music Teachers, a large rehearsal 

space, teaching rooms and Music Technology suite, will 

transform the quality of music education for all pupils.

Whether they are just starting out on their musical 

journey, building their skills or refi ning an exceptional 

talent, our aim is to help each student discover and be 

inspired by the tremendous emotional and intellectual 

stimulus that music brings.

Whatever professional path our pupils take, their positive 

experience at King’s will ensure music continues to enrich 

their lives.
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STAGE CRAFT 
Drama at King’s is inclusive, diverse and unashamedly 
ambitious. For many, it adds an entirely new dimension to how 
they perceive the world.   

Our drama programme immerses pupils in a wealth of 

dramatic experience – from the classics of the great works 

to the best in contemporary theatre and new writing. 

Taught by our drama specialists in small groups and with 

their learning enriched by a varied range of theatre visits, 

pupils quickly become familiar with our dramatic cultural 

heritage. Step by step we enable them to discover the 

power, dynamism and continuing relevance of this timeless 

and often magical art form. 

The opportunities to become involved in performance 

and production at King’s are exceptional. At any one time, 

a large proportion of pupils will be actively participating in 

drama, either on stage or behind the scenes. 

Major established productions are complemented by 

a diversity of new works – many created by the pupils 

themselves. The common factor is a commitment to achieve 

the highest standards.
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Drama brings big benefi ts to personal development too: 

participating in a chorus allows even the shyest to gain 

confi dence; performing Shakespeare gives literature studies 

greater meaning; and being involved in a production requires 

not only hard work but the ability to get on with others and 

be part of a team. 

For some, drama plays an even more profound role, 

enabling them to ‘fi nd their voice’ – the individual way in 

which they express themselves in the world. 

We take pride in providing the spark that has led a 

number of our Senior School students to pursue the 

art at higher level and to build successful careers in the 

professional theatre.
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IMAGINATION APPLIED 
The King’s approach to Art and Design Technology helps pupils 
acquire the skills, insights and confidence to develop and apply 
their creativity.

Our aim is to enable all pupils to experience and value 
the world of Art and Design, as well as to gain as much 
hands-on experience of the creative process as possible. 
King’s small class sizes are of great benefi t here, allowing our 
specialist teachers to give one-to-one attention.

In both disciplines, an appreciation of what has gone before 
is fundamental. In Art lessons, pupils learn about the history 
of Art, artists and movements while in Design Technology 
they explore the work of designers and makers. Pupils 
can also enrich their learning beyond the curriculum with 
workshop activities and extra sessions on topics such as 
architecture, engineering and ancient jewellery.

We actively promote innovation and adventure. Teachers 
avoid being too prescriptive – giving pupils the freedom to 
stretch their creative thinking and encouraging them to be 
challenging and inventive in their project work.

In our well-equipped design workshops, pupils 
get practical experience of materials, tools 
and processes through building their own 
pieces and using technology such as 
CAD/CAM, CNC routers and 3D  

printers. They also acquire a broad range of skills in the 
Art studios, including drawing, painting, printing, sculpture, 
ceramics and textiles. 

Taken through to A Level or simply enjoyed to Key Stage 
3, our creative programme cultivates many abilities. These 
include analysis and idea generation, craft and technical skills 
and time and project management.
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“ The Art department at King’s 
 has encouraged and guided me 
 in pursuing my creativity. The 
 outstanding and nurturing teaching 
 has allowed me to explore a diverse 
 range of creative mediums in both 
 Art and Textiles, enabling me to 
 pursue Textile Design at degree level.”
 Abi Follett - Upper Sixth Student   
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PERSONAL BEST
Sport is genuinely for all at King’s, enabling every student 
to enjoy its benefits while providing expert mentorship for 
the talented. 

Our aim is to ensure all students experience the advantages 

of sport and physical fi tness and can go on to enjoy 

those benefi ts long after they leave us. At the same time, 

we want to give our best young sportsmen and women 

the start they need to further their sporting careers. 

We have an outstanding track record in achieving both 

these objectives.

To ensure that all students will fi nd an activity they enjoy, 

we support a huge range of sports and provide excellent 

facilities, including our state-of-the-art Sports Centre and 

All Weather Pitch at Archdeacon Meadow.

All students are taught by expert PE staff and coaches 

who are specialists in their fi elds. The experience of being 

coached by the best staff, many of whom have represented 

their country, ensures that, along with learning the correct 

technique, students are truly inspired.

For high-achieving sporting pupils, we offer our Gifted 

and Talented programme. This provides professional 

coaching and a range of opportunities for individuals to 

develop their abilities.

Throughout the academic year, we organise a full 

programme of inter-school matches during the week 

and at weekends. King’s has built a strong reputation for 

sporting success at these fi xtures.

We also arrange major sports tours overseas. In recent 

years, these have included trips to Malaysia, Barbados, 

Portugal and South Africa, all of which give our students a 

superb sporting and cultural experience.

Whether it’s through regular PE and Games lessons or 

through our many extra-curricular activities and clubs, the 

values and memories derived from sport at King’s mean it 

will always play a central role in school life.
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“ Sports coaching at King’s is amazing and gave me the 
 knowledge and skills I needed to play rugby professionally.”
 Will Graulich - Former pupil and professional rugby player  
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ENRICHING EXPERIENCE 
One of our School’s most appreciated qualities is the extensive 
range of enrichment activities we offer beyond the curriculum.

Developing potential is one of King’s most important 

missions. Our varied programme of academic enrichment 

is designed to extend students whose intellectual curiosity 

and enthusiasm show they would enjoy and benefi t from 

additional tuition.

Younger pupils have the opportunity, in extra sessions, to 

explore such topics as architecture, law and palaeography. 

For older pupils we arrange special sessions within 

curriculum time, covering subjects such as forensic 

archaeology, the science of pandemics and chaos theory or 

similarly mind-stretching topics.

In the Fifth and Sixth Forms, students are invited to after-

school lectures given by staff or visiting speakers where 

medical ethics, epistemology or censorship are typical 

subjects. All students are then encouraged to take part in 

the lively discussions which follow each session.

Fully detailed in the term programmes, activities can often 

be highly interactive or take workshop form. Recent events 

have included a Women in Engineering Day and a Maths 

Olympiad Challenge.

We also offer a myriad of extra-curricular lunchtime clubs 

and, while every student is expected to attend at least one 

club a week, many attend more. The range is astonishing 

and includes: Mandarin, Introduction to Arabic, Tap 

Dancing, Cookery, Meditation, Java Programming, Knitting, 

and Ultimate Frisbee.

From Friday Philosophers to Quidditch – students are 

certain to discover something to capture their interest and 

stimulate their imagination.
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NEW HORIZONS 
Fresh experiences and environments really do broaden the mind 
and there is plenty of evidence to prove it.
Well-planned school trips and visits develop greater awareness 

of the wider world and make schoolwork more relevant and 

meaningful. This is why we ensure all King’s pupils have the 

opportunity to take part in a variety of excursions. These range 

from local visits or day trips to places of interest through to 

major expeditions overseas.

The selection of trips on offer to our pupils means that learning 

can continue far beyond the King’s campus: a visit to CERN for 

Physics students; the Battlefi elds for History; Business in New 

York City; and speaking Spanish in Seville, to name but a few.

Many of our young people take part in the renowned Duke 

of Edinburgh’s Award programme at Bronze, Silver and Gold 

levels. This includes an Expedition category which requires the 

planning, training for and completion of an adventurous journey 

in the UK or abroad.

King’s pupils are also regular participants in World Challenge 

expeditions. These offer the chance to develop valuable 

life skills by exploring the world and experiencing different 

cultures. In recent years, destinations have included Zambia, 

the Himalayas, Mongolia and Ecuador.

Preparing for an expedition is as important as the expedition 

itself and students take on planning, fundraising and fi tness 

training in addition to gaining direct experience of teamwork and 

leadership during treks or local project work.

On their return, apart from having greatly extended their 

network of friends, students are invariably more mature, 

more capable and more confi dent. By pushing at their own 

boundaries, they extend their personal horizons and acquire 

abilities that will last a lifetime.
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INSPIRING COMMUNITY
The ability to make every pupil feel they truly belong and are part 
of a cherished community is one of King’s greatest strengths.

The power of the King’s community fl ows from three vital 

elements. The most immediately apparent is the uplifting 

presence of the Cathedral, which, for everyone privileged to 

be at King’s, provides a marvellous sense of continuity with 

past generations of scholars and tutors that is profoundly 

reassuring and inspiring.

Another essential element is our renowned pastoral 

system which plays an active part in every aspect of school 

life. It works very straightforwardly. Each student has a 

personal tutor with whom they have daily contact and 

regular one-to-one meetings to review progress and talk 

through any diffi culties.

Tutors are a natural fi rst contact for students and also work 

in close partnership with parents to resolve any concerns. 

Tutors are supported by the Head of Year who is in turn 

guided by the Deputy Head (Pastoral), who oversees the 

entire pastoral programme.

King’s prides itself on its thriving House System, which is the 

perfect environment for pupils to get to know each other 

across the school. Laud, Serlo and Wheeler Houses contend 

throughout the year in events including debating, drama, 

music and sport as well as striving to win the Academic Cup 

at the end of each term. Competition is fi erce, but fair and 

friendly, with pupils developing a real passion for their House.

Other sources of help include the School Welfare Offi cer, 

who is always on hand to advise on health or wellbeing 

issues, along with the School GP and our trained School 

Counsellor, who are available should the need arise. Pupils 

can also talk to one of our Peer Mentors – a specially trained 

Sixth Former who has the advantage of being closer in age 

to the young person seeking support.

A valuable element of community support is provided by 

the pupils themselves. The nature of our school population 

and our small class sizes enable strong and lasting friendships 

to form rapidly. These give tremendous assistance as pupils 

move through the school and, inevitably, direct their focus 

towards exams.

The ultimate aim of a strong community is to help its 

members fl ourish, and we are proud that King’s inclusive 

and nurturing environment does exactly that.
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“King’s has really helped our children thrive and achieve their full potential, 
 I am so relieved that we made the right choice for both of them. We feel that 
 King’s genuinely values the individual and nurtures their talents”
 Mrs Stanger - Parent



FUTURE READY
The Sixth Form years are critically important to our Senior 
School students and everything we do is designed to make this 
time truly productive.

Although small class sizes are a feature of King’s, they are 

deliberately kept even smaller for our A Level study groups. 

We believe a tutorial style of teaching is essential to ensure 

every student feels supported and inspired as they make the 

transition from the GCSE to A Level syllabus. 

The trust, respect and rapport established between 

student and tutor are renowned King’s hallmarks. The 

result is deeper understanding and greater confi dence in 
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expressing their subject knowledge – vitally important in the 

examination hall, university and beyond.

These abilities are reinforced by extending learning above 

and beyond the confi nes of the necessary. We offer the 

Extended Project and the Annual Sixth Form Conference, 

to stimulate debate and allow students to develop their 

personal views.

The right environment is another essential. Our dedicated 

Sixth Form Centre, Dulverton House, is ‘home’ for these 

two critical years and underlines the high priority we give 

to this phase. Dulverton provides the ideal environment 

for holding small tutorials, provides a place for students to 

socialise and relax with their peers and, importantly, has 

quiet areas for individual study.

While there is understandably a very strong focus on exam 

studies, dedicated tutors also assist students with careers 

advice, organising work experience, mock interviews and 

UCAS applications.

In addition to the focus on academia, time in the Sixth Form 

is also used for pursuing personal interests at a higher level. 

Students may, for example, captain a sports team, take a 

lead role in a drama production, perform at a prestigious 

concert or lead an expedition.

They can also enhance their personal development and 

leadership skills by applying for a position of responsibility in 

the School community: as one of our two Heads of School, 

a Senior Prefect, a House Captain or part of the team of 

servers in the Cathedral.

The Sixth Form is, above all, a valuable opportunity to 

prepare for the future, and we are determined to make that 

opportunity count for all our students.
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If you would like to arrange a personal visit to King’s, or book a taster day for your child, both can be 
arranged by our Admissions Offi ce. To contact the Admissions Offi ce please telephone 01452 337337 
or email registrar@thekingsschool.co.uk. Tours of the school are available during term time only.

“ A family school, 
 where children of
 all ages thrive.”



1900  Ivor Gurney joined the King’s School 

 as a Chorister. He later won fame for the 

 poetry and musical compositions he created 

 in the trenches of WW1. His near contemporary 

 and fellow pupil at King’s, F.W. Harvey, also 

 saw active service on the western front and 

 later became known as ‘the laureate of 

 Gloucestershire’.

2000  King’s has played host to the 

biggest-selling series of children’s fi lms of modern 

times, Harry Potter. In 2000, fi lming for the fi rst 

fi lm, ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’, 

was carried out in the Cathedral Cloisters.

 Director Chris Columbus returned to the 

Cathedral to fi lm three more of the fi lms in the 

series, with many pupils from King’s appearing 

as extras. 

2012  Olympic Rowing Gold Medallist 

Anna Watkins opened the new King’s Sports 

Hall at Archdeacon Meadow. Pupils from across 

the School enjoy the state-of-the-art Sports Hall 

for games such as Badminton, Hockey, Cricket 

and Netball.

2016  King’s celebrated the 475th 

anniversary of its foundation in 1541 by King 

Henry VIII. As part of the commemorative 

celebrations the School opened a new 

Performing Arts facility, The Ivor Gurney Hall, 

a bespoke Early Years facility, Little King’s and a 

new Creative Arts Centre in Wardle House.

2019  The All-Weather Pitch at 

Archdeacon Meadow is opened by Gloucester 

MP Richard Graham and a new Music School 

is opened by Mark Wildman, former King’s 

pupil and Chorister and Professor of Singing 

at the Royal Academy of Music.

1969  The fi rst ever girls were admitted 

 to King’s, when two girls joined the Junior 

 School. From 1972 there were also girls in 

 the Sixth Form. It was in 1985 that the School 

 became fully co-educational.
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